
 

 

LA GRANGE FIRST UNIT ED METHODIST CHURCH  

 òLOVING GOD & LIVING GRACEó 

Non-Profit Organization 

U. S. Postage Paid 

La Grange TX  78945 

Permit No. 52 

Time dated material.  

Please deliver  

as soon as possible. 

Address Service Requested 

 

 

 

 

There will be no Sages and Saints programs until November 12, 2020 .  MaryAnn Hatfield will 

present a òSalute To Our Veteransó at 5:00pm in the Sanctuary .  No food will be served at this 

event.  

 

We will keep you updated as to when other events will take place, pending the covid virus sit-

uation. 

 

 
 

 

 
GOD never said that the  JOURNEY would be easy, 

but He did say that the  ARRIVAL would be  WORTHWHILE. 

La Grange First United Methodist Church 
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WORSHIP TIMES 

Sundays at: 
 

     9:00 amñTraditional Service 
     11:10 amñNew Life Service 

Phone: 979.968.8323 

Patty Ingalls  

 

 

PASTORõS PONDERING 

Let me ask you a question: what makes you happy?    The quick answer 

would be tickets to the Indy 500 or perhaps the winning lottery numbers.  Iõve 

known some people talk about the tranquility of fishing as the definition of hap-

piness.  I donõt think itõs unusual for our initial answer to focus on something ex-

ternal.  After all, weõre constantly bombarded by the advertisement of products 

and services that basically promise to increase happiness in our lives.  

But I want you to dive deeper and really wrestle with this question.  What 

makes you happy?   I know I sometimes get caught get up with the materialistic 

side of life.  But the best marketing strategy in the world canõt sell happiness.  

Itõs impossible.  The reason itõs impossible is because happiness is more about 

who than what. 

Where am I getting that answer?  From what Jesus said in Matthew 22: 34 

ð 40.  Jesus was constantly put through the ringer by people wanting to discredit 

His ministry.  After the Sadducees failed to trip Jesus up, they sent in a legal ex-

pert on the law of God to see if they could force Jesus into a mistake.  This law-

yer was curious about what Jesus thought Godõs favorite law was. 

From over 600 laws to choose from, Jesus had a wide variety of possible 

answers.  But Jesus nailed the answer.  He said that the most important com-

mandment is to love God.  The second one is just like it: love your neighbor as 

yourself.  Notice that itõs not about loving the what, but about love the who. 

So what makes you happy?  I think finding true happiness in this life be-

gins with our relationship with God.  It begins by finding peace with God 

through faith in Jesus Christ.  That includes dealing with the sin that tries to sepa-

rate and harm this relationship.  Remember, the job of sin is to damage relation-

ships by creating a wedge.  Anything that hinders our peace with God will also 

hinder our experience of happiness in this life.  ALWAYS.  

Iõve seen some truly happy people in this life, and it dawns on me that 

those who are truly happy are people whose lives are full of peace.  Itõs as if 

happiness and peace go hand in hand.  So how would you describe your level of 

peace with God?  How is that relationship?  

We have resumed our Wednesday worship services at 6pm.  To kick off 

this new season, Iõm offering a sermon series on happiness.  If youõre not able to 

attend in person, remember the live stream option through our website or 

Vimeo.  

As we continue to resume our church ministries, we pray for God to pro-

tect our community, churches, and schools from any further spreading of the 

virus.  I know many of you feel compelled to hold off on returning to church until 

a safer time.  I understand.  For those who canõt come to church, you are deeply 

missed.  And we pray for that Sunday when weõre all fully capable of coming to 

the Lordõs House. 

 

In Christõs Service, 

Pastor Andy 

 

 

Disclaimer: All scheduled events in 
this Newsletter, throughout the 
month of September, are subject to 
change according to the CDC rec-
ommendations. 
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CHOIR NOTES BY NANCY HAJEK  

SINGLE BOARD MEETING 

Monday, September 21, 2020 

Greetings to all in Christõs name.  Iõm happy to tell you that Glory Tones will resume rehearsals on September 9 at 

5:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  We wonõt look quite the same, as we will be social distancing and some of our mem-

bers are staying home in order to care for vulnerable loved ones.  But, it will be good to do some ensemble work 

again!  

 

A few folks have asked what we are planning to do with KMotion, our after -school childrenõs program.  

We are delaying the start of that to see how things are going in the public schools, and hopefully, after a 

while, weõll be able to begin some sort of program for our children once again.   

 

So, while things have slowed musically, Iõd like to take the opportunity, as a coordinator for our church 

for 2nd Chance, to just say that Janet, Maxine, Sandy, Judy, and I really appreciate all of you who volunteer 

for our week.  Itõs a lot of hard work, yes, some of it tedious, but itõs a great opportunity to be the hands 

and feet of Christ.  If, for some reason, you donõt get a call a couple of weeks ahead of time to get put on 

the work schedule, come on down anyway.   Our week to work, as you can see on the calendar, is Sep-

tember 1 -5 from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. each day.  If youõve never helped before,  nowõs a great time to get 

out of the house.  Masks are required for everyone as long as you are in the store.  

 

Soli deo Gloria!  

Nancy Hajek 

Introducing our churchõs Prayer Calendar .  The church will be assigning either 

an individual or family to each day of the month as a commitment to pray for one 

another.  For each month, a prayer calendar will be mailed to those whoõve been 

given a day in that month along with the opportunity to share any prayer requests 

with the congregation or with Pastor Andy.  As a church family, we need to be 

praying for one another and this calendar will aid us in being focused and orga-

nized in lifting one another up to the Lord.  Please contact the church office if you would like to volunteer 

as a prayer partner for the churchõs prayer calendar.  Volunteers will receive a printed copy of the calen-

dar each month in the mail.  Extra copies will also be available at the church.  

 

Are you willing to pray for others?  We have a wonderful ministry through our web-

site known as the Prayer Wall .  Anyone can submit a prayer request that can be 

posted on our website for others to see.  As a ministry, you can receive an email of 

the prayer request when it is immediately submitted.  If you would like to be part 

of this ministry and pray for these requests, please contact the church office.  

 

 A new Bible study begins on Wednesday, Sept. 2.  Disciple Fast Track offers a 

comprehensive study of the Bible through 24 sessions.  We will meet 12 times in 

the fall and 12 times in the Spring.  Led by Pastor Andy, you have the choice of at-

tending either a day class that meets on Wednesday mornings at 10am or an even-

ing class that meets on Wednesdays at 7pm.  Cost is free.   You can pick up your 

student book anytime at the church.    

 
Interested in a Zoom class?   Since some may not feel comfortable meeting in person, Pastor Andy would 

lead a Zoom class if enough people were interested.  Please contact the church office at 968 -8323 to ex-

press your interest in a Zoom class.  

 

 

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John & Debra Schwartzenburg  

A BIT OF HUMOR  

LAY LEADERõS LINCHPINS 

What is the purpose of Godõs inerrant 

word to all sinners?  There is a growing 

feeling that some sins should be lovingly 

embraced due to  òantiquated scripturesó 

or òloving cultural normsó.  Is it the pur-

pose of the Bible to make sinners 

òcomfortableó with their sins?  No, the pur-

pose is to make sinners comfortable with 

their salvation in Christ Jesus.   All sin 

brings uncomfort and all salvation brings 

comfort.  

Jim Howse 

Lay Leader  

 

 

Books * Faith * Friends  
Fall 2020 Small Group Studies  

Praying the Bible  by Donald Whitney  

 

     Tuesday AM                Thursday AM  

Sep. 22ndñOct. 27            Sep. 24ñOct. 29  

10:00am-11:30am 10:00am-11:30 am 

Host Home : Host Home :  
  Sandy Flagg   Rita Dernehl  

Facilitator :  Facilitator : 
  Sherrie Tolbert    Sherrie Tolbert  

    713-962-8452     713-962-8452 
   

     Tuesday AM      Thursday PM  

Sept. 29thñNov. 3rd  Sept. 24-Oct. 29th  

10:00am-11:30am 5:30pm-7:00pm 

Host Home : Host Home :  
  Billie Ayers    Brenda Holcomb  

Facilitato r : Facilitator :  
  Peggy Brisgill    Sherrie Tolbert  

    361-463-9088     713-962-8452 

 

Group Limit ñ7 participants  

(+ Hostess & Facilitator)  

 

Contact Sherrie Tolbert for  

   Registration -713-962-8452 



 

 

 

**Copies of LGFUMC Financials & Single Board Minutes are available upon request.   

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

The month of September is an EXCITING month for Youth at LGFUMC because we will begin 
to meet in person for Youth every Wednesday Night starting this next Wednes-
day September 2nd @ 6:45-8:30 pm  for Food, Games, Hanging Out & a Lesson from God's 
Word. 
 
*** We will continue to have the Zoom Online option for Wednesday Night Youth.  If you are not 

ready to meet in person PRETTY PLEASE still join us for Zoom! *** 
 

STRONGER  
Our SEPTEMBER 4-Week Series on HURT AND PAIN 
Life hurts sometimes. If you havenôt already experienced it, there will be a day when youôll en-
counter pain, failure, or loss. Sometimes the hurt we feel happens because of something we 
do, or something that is done to us, or something that is no oneôs fault at all. In this 4-week se-
ries, weôll talk about how, when life hurts, or goes wrong, or doesnôt make sense, these things 
are true: Jesus can redeem whatôs gone wrong, God can be trusted, God gives us each 
other, and God helps us persevere in our Faith through the power of the HOLY SPIRIT. 
 

YOUTH:  Meet in Youth room #14 @ 6:45pm.  YAY!!!  SO EXCITED!  Bring a friend! 

 

PARENTS:  Disciple Bible Study is happening in the Fellowship Hall during Wednesday 

Night Youth (6:45-8:30pm).  If you have not signed up yet, you still can!!!  You can sign up and 
get your book before September 2nd.  This study and coming together is something you will 
regret not doing!  If you have any questions, PLEASE let me know!! 
 
TO YOU FABULOUS COOKS OUT THERE:  We will be serving Dinner to our Youth, PLEASE 
PLEASE let me know if you feel led to cook or bring a Main Dish for our Youth on Wednesday 
Evenings! 
 
As Always, I am here for anything you need, questions you may have, big or small, do not hesi-
tate to call, text, or email me anytime!   
 
Sincerely, 
 

Lauren 

 
 

Cell: 281-636-8635 
Email: lauren@lgfumc.org 

 

 

 

Ailene Finke Sep. 5 

Andy Smith Sep. 6 

Gilbert Thurman Sep. 6 

Reese Hardin Sep. 7 

Sonny Applebe Sep. 10 

Sally Garrett Sep. 10 

Lynn Pyburn Sep. 10 

Marsha Pyle Sep. 10 

Warren Armstrong Sep. 12 

Mario DeLaRosa Sep. 12 

Parker Gage Sep. 13 

Raygen Pyle Sep. 13 

Jan Jenkins Sep. 14 

Betty Wood Sep. 14 

Lori Burton (Learned) Sep. 15 

Joanna Allen Sep. 16 

Nadine Meek Sep. 16 

Colton Powell Sep. 16 

Levi Carden Sep. 17 

Carol Martyr Sep. 17 

Tom Ayres Sep. 18 

Roan Willrich Sep. 18 

Twila Thurman Sep. 19 

Jeanette Faist Sep. 22 

Linda Hartson Sep. 22 

Beverly Gray Sep. 24 

Alan &  Lynn Pyburn Sep. 1 

Jack & Donella Cernosek Sep. 3 

Bill & Myrna Thiessen Sep. 3 

Luke & Kristen Carden Sep. 10 

Marvin & Sheri Nolen Sep. 13 

Larry & Mary Ann Hatfield Sep. 27 

Bill & Susan Koenig Sep. 30 

Our Methodist Men's group would like to keep 
the congregation informed with what 
we have planned for our monthly meetings.   
 

There will be no meeting during the month of 
September. 

Sherrie Tolbert Sep. 26 

Pauline Ebel Sep. 27 

Richard Hughett Sep. 27 

Andy Watson Sep. 29 

Glenda Genzer Sep. 30 

Gary Gillentine Sep. 30 

Anna Hajek Sep. 30 

Joseph Willrich Sep. 30 

Carolyn Woodward Sep. 24 

Nancy Applebe Sep. 25 

ALTAR FLOWERS  

 

The flowers placed at the Altar on Sunday, 

September  6th, are from the family of Bill & 

Myrna Thiessen in honor of their parents 

55th  Wedding Anniversary.  

mailto:lauren@lgfumc.org


 

 

SUNDAY        MONDAY TUESDAY   WEDNESDAY
  

1 
6:00pmñMonthly Focus  

     Meeting ñSanctuary  

 

 
SECOND CHANCE WORK WEEK  

2 
10:00amñDisciple Bible  
        Studyñ Fellowship Hall

6:00pmñMid Week Service

7:00pmñDisciple Bible 
     StudyñFellowship Hall

6:45pmñYouth (In -Person 
     & Zoom) 
SECOND CHANCE WORK WEEK

6 
9:00am  ð Traditional  

Service  

10:15am ð Sunday School 

in Fellowship Hall  

11:10am ð New Life  

Service  

 

7 

LABOR DAY HOLIDAY  

OFFICE CLOSED  

8 

10:00amñStaff Meeting  

11:00AM ñWorship Committee  

      MeetingñConf. Room 

6:00pmñCOUNCIL ON  

     MINISTRIES - Room #15  

 

9 

10:00am ð Disciple Bible Study
     Fellowship Hall                        

5:30pm ð Glory Tones                

6:00pm ð Mid -Week Service

7:00pmñDisciple Bible 
     StudyñFellowship Hall

6:45pmñYouth (In -Person 
     & Zoom) 

13 
9:00am  ð Traditional  

Service  

10:15am ð Sunday School 

in Fellowship Hall  

11:10am ð New Life  

Service  

 

14 
12:00 noon ð Womenõs  

Emmaus GroupñConf. Room  

15 
12:00 noonñHope Hill  

     LuncheonñFellowship Hall  
 

16 
10:00am ð Disciple Bible Study

     Fellowship Hall                        

5:30pm ð Glory Tones                

6:00pm ð Mid -Week Service

7:00pmñDisciple Bible 
     StudyñFellowship Hall

6:45pmñYouth (In -Person 
     & Zoom) 

20 
9:00am  ð Traditional  

Service  

10:15am ð Sunday School 

in Fellowship Hall  

11:10am ð New Life  

Service  

 

21 
10:00amñStaff Meeting  

12:00 noon ð Womenõs  
Emmaus GroupñConf. Room  

5:00pmñSINGLE BOARD 

MEETING ñRm. #15  

 

Deadline for Newsletter items 

to be given to Donna  

22 
 

23 
10:00am ð Disciple Bible Study
     Fellowship Hall                        

5:30pm ð Glory Tones                

6:00pm ð Mid -Week Service

7:00pmñDisciple Bible 

     StudyñFellowship Hall

6:45pmñYouth (In -Person 
     & Zoom) 

27 
9:00am  ð Traditional  

Service  

10:15am ð Sunday School 

in Fellowship Hall  

11:10am ð New Life  

Serv ice  

 

28 
10:00amñStaff Meeting  

12:00 noon ð Womenõs  

Emmaus GroupñConf. Room  

29 
 

30 
10:00am ð Disciple Bible Study
     Fellowship Hall                        

5:30pm ð Glory Tones                

6:00pm ð Mid -Week Service

7:00pmñDisciple Bible 
     StudyñFellowship Hall

6:45pmñYouth (In -Person 
     & Zoom) 

DISCLAIMER:  

All scheduled events in  

this Newsletter, through - 

out the month of  

September, are subject to 

change according to the 

CDC recommendations. 

Please visit our website at: 

www.lgfumc.org  

for updated calendar  

Information.  

 

 

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Disciple Bible   
Fellowship Hall  

Mid Week Service  

Disciple Bible  
Fellowship Hall  

Person  

SECOND CHANCE WORK WEEK  

3 
10:00amñ1:00pmñBible Study 
with Carol Howse 713 -202-7866 

5:00pmñVirtual Bible Study 
Sponsored by New Covenant 

Class 

SECOND CHANCE WORK WEEK  

 

4 
7:30am ð Menõs Bible Study 

 
 

 
 

SECOND CHANCE WORK WEEK  

5 

 

 

 
 

SECOND CHANCE WORK WEEK  

Disciple Bible Study  
                        

Glory Tones                 

Week Service  

Disciple Bible  
Fellowship Hall  

Person  

10 
10:00amñ1:00pmñBible Study      
with Carol Howse 713 -202-7866 

5:00pmñVirtual Bible Study 
Sponsored by New Covenant 

Class 

11 
7:30am ð Menõs Bible Study 

12 

Disciple Bible Study  

                        

Glory Tones                 

Week Service  

Disciple Bible  
Fellowship Hall  

Person  

17 
10:00amñ1:00pmñBible Study 

with Carol Howse 713 -202-7866 

5:00pmñVirtual Bible Study 
Sponsored by New Covenant 

Class 

18 
7:30am ð Menõs Bible Study 

19 
 

Disciple Bible Study  
                        

Glory Tones                 

Week Service  

Disciple Bible  

Fellowship Hall  

Person  

24 
10:00amñ1:00pmñBible Study 
with Carol Howse 713 -202-7866 

5:00pmñVirtual Bible Study 
Sponsored by New Covenant 

Class 

25 
7:30am ð Menõs Bible Study 

26 
 

Disciple Bible Study  
                        

Glory Tones                 

Week Service  

Disciple Bible  
Fellowship Hall  

Person  

   


